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CHURCH SHOOTING 


Gunman’s ‘evil act’ takes the lives of at least 26 victims, from ages 5 to 72 


Carrie Matula embraces a woman after a man shot and killed more than two dozen people at a church in Sutherland Springs, Texas, on Sun- 
day. Matula said she heard the shooting from the gas station where she works a block away. Photos by Nick Wagner/Austin American-Statesman 


First Baptist at center 
of life in tiny town 


Jim Vertuno, Nomaan Merchant and 
Diana Heidgerd Associated Press 


The most recent sermon posted on You- 
Tube by the pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of Sutherland Springs, Texas, shows 
him explaining why he had parked a motor- 
cycle in front of his lectern. 

As he walked side to side on stage, Frank 
Pomeroy explained in the video posted Oct. 
29 that he wanted to discuss having faith 
in forces that can’t be seen, be they gravity 
during a sharp turn or God. 

“Just as leaning into a turn may not make 
sense, leaning into God is the way we should 
go, because God’s got it figured out, whether 
we do or not,” Pomeroy said. 


The white wood-frame church where a 
gunman opened fire Sunday was at the cen- 
ter of life in Sutherland Springs, one of the 
hundreds of tiny towns that dot rural Texas. 
A week after the video was posted, one of 
those killed was Pomeroy’s 14-year-old 
daughter, Annabelle. 

Local and federal law enforcement 
swarmed the community and blocked off 
access to the church hours after residents 
reported hearing gunfire. Regina Rodriguez 
walked up to the police barricade a few hours 
after the shooting and hugged a person she 
was with. 

Her father, 51-year-old Richard Rodri- 
guez, attends the church “every Sunday.” 
SEE CHURCH, 5 


Peter Holley, Kristine Phillips, 
Wesley Lowery Washington Post 


A lone gunman stormed a small commu- 
nity church here on Sunday and fatally shot 
more than two dozen people before fleeing 
several miles from the scene, where he was 
found dead, authorities said. 

Witnesses said a white man in his 20s 
dressed all in black and wearing a tactical 
vest started shooting with an assault rifle 
as he approached First Baptist Church in 
Sutherland Springs. 

Police said the gunman killed two 
people outside before entering the church 
and spraying bullets at the congregation 
during morning services in the country- 
side town about 30 miles southeast of San 
Antonio. 

At least 46 people were hit with bullets, 
and the dead ranged in age from 5 to 72, 
authorities said. Most were shot in the pews 
as they worshiped. 

“At this moment in time, there are 26 lives 
that have been lost,” Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
said during an early evening news confer- 
ence. “We don’t know if that number will rise 
or not. All we know is that’s too many and 
this will be a long, suffering mourning for 
those in pain.” 

According to a statement from the Texas 
Department of Public Safety and Wilson 
County Sheriff Joe Tackitt, officials were 
called to the church for reports of agunman 
at 11:20 a.m. 

Officials said that the suspect began 
firing a Ruger assault rifle outside of the 
church and then entered the building as he 
continued to fire. Authorities said that as 
the gunman exited the church, he was con- 
fronted by a nearby resident who, armed 
with his own weapon, began firing at the 
gunman — prompting the shooter to flee in 
his vehicle. 

SEE SHOOTING, 5 


Law enforcement officers work at the First Baptist Church on Sunday. The gunman in the 
attack was found dead in his car soon after the shooting. 
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ELECTION 2017 
Hopefuls tap star power 
to cap off campaigns 


New Jersey’s gubernatorial candidates 
make their final pushes ahead of Tuesday’s 
election, with Republican Kim Guadagno 
appearing with former Govs. Tom Kean 
and Christie Whitman, and Democrat Phil 
Murphy rocking with Bon Jovi. Page 3 
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IN SPORTS 
For fans and coach, a 
Giant disappointment 


The Giants’ drop to 1-7 on Sunday witha 
51-17 loss to the Rams at home. The dismal 
performance, including three turnovers and 
a blocked punt, was not an embarrassment 
but a disappointment, said coach Ben 
McAdoo. Page 21 
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